Introduction
The independence of Spanish America was the unexpected outcome of the monarchy's rupture following the 1808 Napoleonic invasion.
It resulted in an ensemble of motley republics that were confronted by serious difficulties throughout the 19th century. Independence had, in effect, created nations with blurred boundaries and precarious identities. Above all, the legacies of the colonial era were maintained since the new republics did not abolish old Spanish law. It remained in force nearly everywhere in the region up until the end of the 19th century. Social distinctions founded on honor, labor, race, and gender had admittedly been destroyed on a constitutional level, but they still remained rooted in society. Nearly everywhere, the construction of the nation and the modern state was a task made all the more complex by the preservation of a complicated corporate framework and the affirmation of local and regional authorities' power. Thus, the fact that the legacies of the Spanish monarchy remained very much alive in the republics until the end of the 19th century justifies the inclusion of this century within the field of Atlantic history. This bibliographical choice has selected works that illustrate the tensions particular to Spanish America throughout the republican period following the creation of the Republic of Bolivia, which marked the end of the Wars of Independence (1825). Indeed, these are divided between the desire to create a set of modern republics, founded on equal citizenship and forward progress, and the postcolonial persistence of social practices and institutions of the ancien régime. It is for this reason that so much emphasis has been placed on the 19th century herein, as political, cultural, and social episodes marked the relative, but progressive, erosion of colonial practices. The "modern" mutation of South America was thus regulated by important moments which appear in the chronological and thematic choice of the works cited: the maintenance and Website for the Spanish public archives and, notably, the Archivo des Indias, with a considerable number of digitized documents.
Concerns mainly the colonial and independence eras; in addition to downloadable documentation for all of the Hispano-American countries, the site provides numerous digital archives on 19th-century Cuba and Puerto Rico.
The Political Construction of Republics and Nations
The 1980s and 1990s saw the rebirth of historiographical interest in political history, associated with cultural themes then in vogue. The crisis of long-term socioeconomic perspectives connected with the Annales School similarly saw the assertion of a field of study that concerned itself with the politics of Hispanic America. Notwithstanding their diversity, all of these works are interested in the complex inclusion of South America into the paradigm of "political modernity." They question the generally accepted idea of a brutal and antipolitical 19th century and underline the strength of new political practices: the opening of a public space, the force of modern associationism, the construction of the nation (in the manner first opened up by Benedict Anderson), without underestimating the weight of Hispanic legacies and new forms of political and social violence (i.e., caudillo-style dictatorships and civil wars). These studies can be placed into the framework of Atlantic history in that they show that the history of democratic regimes cannot be geographically limited to the North Atlantic but must take into account the rich republican experience of Hispanic America. Many recent works have illuminated the intense public participation that occurred in constructing the new regimes. These new perspectives, marked by the seminal work Guerra 1992 (cited under A New Political Culture), contributed to changing the negative image that historians have had of 19th-century Spanish American political culture: caudillos, the proliferation of coups d'état and civil wars, and the supposed apathy of subalterns as being responsible for the unquestionable domination of white oligarchies have received a more nuanced treatment than in the past.
FORGING NATIONS AND REPUBLICS
Following the perspectives opened by Benedict Anderson and François Furet-the former concerned with national construction, the latter with the structuring place of politics-works centering on the construction of republican regimes after independence have flourished since the 1980s. These books revise the great patriotic narratives forged by 19th-century liberal historiography, questioning their assumed teleologies and the idea of progress in history (Annino, et al. 2003) . They underline both the rupture that presumed independence and the adoption of democratic principles as well as the persistence of practices and mindsets from the former colonial regime (Halperín Donghi 1985 , Guerra 1988 , Brading 1993 [1959] [1960] [1961] [1962] [1963] [1964] Links the independence crisis to the impossibility of reform within the Spanish Empire and places the evolution toward modernity within a long-term perspective. Emphasizes the Euro-American dimension of the process of constructing Hispano-American nations. A demanding work, better suited for researchers and postgraduate students. 
2000.
Inspired by political science, this work offers a comparative perspective on the process of national construction on a continental level, which contests its exceptionality by investigating five case studies: Argentina, Colombia, Paraguay, Uruguay, and Venezuela. Focusing on social, political, and economic aspects with a particular interest in military questions, this work provides a useful synthesis for undergraduate and postgraduate students. This collective work embraces an 18th-to 20th-century chronology with particular focus on Argentina. Provides a reflection on the definition and redefinition of collectives with the emergence of the public sphere in Hispanic America. A combination of monographs and overview articles.
